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Abraham Lincoln 

Abraham LINCOLN 

Abraham LINCOLN was born on February, 12th 1809, in Hardin County, Kentucky.  
Lincoln thought secession illegal, and was willing to use force to defend Federal law and the 
Union. 

 
Early political career 

 
In March 1832, he becomes a candidate for Illinois General Assembly.  
The Black Hawk War breaks out. In April, Abraham LINCOLN enlists and is elected Captain 
of his rifle company. Then he re-enlists as a private after company is disbanded. He serves a 
total of three months but does not fight in a battle. On August 6, he loses the election 

First elected to the House of Representatives, Lincoln spent most of his time in Washington, 
DC alone and made a less than spectacular impression on his fellow politicians. He used his 
office as an opportunity to speak out against the war with Mexico. 

When his term ended, the incoming Taylor administration offered him the governorship of the 
Oregon Territory but he declined to return instead to Springfield, Illinois. 

 
Toward the Presidency 

The Kansas-Nebraska Act of 1854, which opened the named territories to slavery - thus 
erasing the limits on slavery's spread which had been part of the Missouri Compromise of 
1820 - also helped draw Lincoln back into electoral politics. 

During his unsuccessful 1858 campaign for the United States Senate against Stephen A. 
Douglas, Lincoln debated Douglas in a series of events which represented a national 
discussion on the issues that were about to split the nation in two. The Lincoln-Douglas 
debates presaged the Presidential election of 1860, in which Douglas and Lincoln were once 
again opponents. On November 6, 1860, Lincoln was elected as the 16th President of the 
United States, the first Republican to hold that office. 

 
Presidency 

At Lincoln's inauguration on March 4, 1861, the American Turners formed Lincoln's 
bodyguard because he was threatened (=menacé). The Turners was a group formed in 
"gymnastic unions", which were not only athletic, but also political.  
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Lincoln on Slavery 

Lincoln's actual position on freeing enslaved African-Americans is controversial today, 
despite the frequency and clarity with which he stated it both before his election to president 
and after. He stated his position forcefully and succinctly in a letter to Horace Greeley of 
August 22, 1862 :  

“ I would save the Union. I would save it the shortest way under the Constitution (…) 
If I could save the Union without freeing any slave I would do it, and if I could save it 
by freeing all the slaves I would do it (…). What I do about slavery, and the colored 
race, I do because I believe it helps to save the Union (…) ” 

At the time of the writing this letter, Lincoln was already leaning towards (=se pencher vers) 
emancipation, which would lead to the Emancipation Proclamation. 

 
Emancipation Proclamation 

 
Lincoln met with his Cabinet for the first reading of the Emancipation Proclamation 

draft on July 22, 1862.  

Lincoln is often credited with freeing enslaved African-Americans with the 
Emancipation Proclamation, though this only freed the slaves in areas of the Confederacy not 
yet controlled by the Union; in occupied and northern territories, slaves were not freed. 
However, the proclamation made abolishing slavery in the rebel states an official war goal 
and it did become the impetus for the enactment of the 13th and 14th Amendments of the 
United States Constitution which respectively abolished slavery and established the federal 
enforcement of civil rights. 

 
The speech “Gettysburg Address” 

Despite his meager (ici, =pauvre) education, Lincoln possessed an extraordinary 
command of the English language, as evidenced by the Gettysburg Address, a speech 
dedicating a cemetery of Union soldiers from the Battle of Gettysburg in 1863. 

 
The Civil War 

The war was a source of frustration for the president, and itoccupied nearly all of his time.  
He was greeted at Richmond, the Confederate capital, as a conquering hero by freed slaves, 
whose sentiments were epitomized (=résumés) by one admirer's quote (=citation), "I know I 
am free for I have seen the face of Father Abraham and have felt him." 
The reconstruction of the Union weighed heavy on Lincoln's mind.  
 
In 1864, Lincoln was the first and only President to face a presidential election during a 
civil war. The long war and the issue of emancipation appeared to be severely hampering 
(=entraver) his prospects and an electoral defeat appeared likely against the Democratic 
nominee and former general, George McClellan. However, a series of timely Union victories 
shortly before election day changed the situation dramatically and Lincoln was reelected. 
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During the Civil War, Lincoln held powers no previous president had wielded (=utilisées); he 
suspended the writ of habeas corpus and frequently imprisoned Southern spies and 
sympathizers without trial. On the other hand, he often commuted executions. 

Just days before Lincoln's assassination, the war ended with Union victory on 
April 9, 1865, when Confederate General Robert E. Lee surrendered at Appomattox 
Court House in Virginia. The defeat of the Confederacy paved the way (=préparé le 
terrain) for the abolishment of slavery in the United States. 

 
Assassination 

On April 14, 1865, Lincoln was assassinated at Ford's Theatre in Washington, during the play 
"Our American Cousin". The murderer, John Wilkes Booth, was an actor who somehow 
thought he was helping the South. (On April 26, John Wilkes Booth is killed in a tobacco barn 
in Virginia.) On May 4, 1865, Abraham Lincoln is laid to rest in Oak Ridge Cemetery, 
outside Springfield, Illinois. 

 
Conclusion 

On Dec 6, 1865, The Thirteenth Amendment to the United States Constitution, passed by 
Congress on January 31, 1865, is finally ratified ans slavery is abolished. 

His assassination, shortly after the end of the Civil War, made him something of a martyr. His 
reputation was forever sealed by the victory that he won.  

He is often considered to be the greatest U.S. president. 

 

 


